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When it comes to finding a new home, the realtor 
you chose makes the difference between 
getting what you want and wishful thinking. We 
caught up with Melissa Cizauskas, celebrated 
realtor with Keller Williams Realty in Carmel 
Valley, for some important tips you need to 
know when buying a home − things most real-
tors don’t tell you. 

What if you fall in love with a neighbor-
hood, but there’s no homes available 
there?
 
Melissa: “I encounter this all the time. But that 
doesn’t mean you give up. I work with my cli-
ents to put together a three-part plan to unearth 
potential sellers and learn about properties 
before they come on the market.  First, I reach 
out to my network and other resources to find 
properties that may be sold in the near future. 
You’d be surprised how effective this can be! In 
parallel, I field a campaign directly to homeown-
ers in the area inquiring about their interest in 
selling to a pre-qualified buyer. From calling and 
advertising to physically driving neighborhoods, 
I find my clients not just a house, but their new 
home, on or off the market. I’ll even go door to 
door if I have to!”

What if my financial position will be 
better in six months but I found the 
home of my dreams now? 

Melissa: “Get creative! It’s a manageable situa-
tion. I worked with a local business owner who, 
for tax reasons, was short on cash flow but had 
plenty of equity. She had been turned down 
from three lenders when she found me. I turned 
this situation into a win-win with a little creative 
problem solving. We were able to negotiate a 
six-month rental agreement with an option to 
buy. I’m pleased to say that my client (and now 
a friend for life) enjoyed Thanksgiving in her 
new home surrounded by her family. It makes 
me so happy to make a difference for others.”

What’s involved in listing my house? 
Does it really matter who I work with?

Melissa: “Finding the best buyer for your home 
means real money to you. While everyone has 

a realtor in their social circles, I wouldn’t 
trust this responsibility to just anyone. 
As a certified Luxury Real Estate Agent, 
my clientele demand an exceptionally 
high standard of care and excellence in 
service. In fact, I’ve been called the Nord-
strom’s of Real Estate! I market properties 
for my sellers as I would my own with the 
skill to negotiate on their behalf, manage 
all personalities and details of escrow, and 
guide every transaction to a successful 
closing.”

When cash flow is an option but I 
want a home for my future, what 
can I do?

Melissa: “This is a common scenario. 
From growing families to newly divorced 
moms to wanting more space, many 
people look for the long term, even though 
it might be a squeeze to afford now. I 
work my connections and relationships to 
find the right lender who has options for 
financing. Maybe we’d consider a seven 
year arm or balloon payment to make 
your home affordable for you now? The 
good news is that I have a 100% success 
rate to-date in closing transactions for my 
clients.”

It’s clear that Melissa loves what she does 
because helping others matters. In Melis-
sa’s own words, “I am proud to say I call 
all my past clients friends. It makes what I 
do, what I love.”

Have a question for Melissa? Call her 
at: 858-353-6985 or 
email: melissarockssd@gmail.com
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